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jack terrell before we get into what exactly happened what you discovered uh working with and for the 
contras and in association with the united states government before we get into that i'd like to just get a little 
bit of your own background in terms of how you came to be a contra supporter a military operative a trainer 
working with the countries could you just give me a little bit of your background that would lead you into a 
position where you would be accepted to do that kind of work well basically my involvement in the contra war 
came about after the shoot down of two alabamians in september of 1984 during a helicopter assault on a 
military academy in santa clara these two men were members of a heretofore unknown group called civilian 
military assistance out of decatur alabama and at this time i was in mobile alabama running a business and 
had read about this in the newspaper so my initial instinct was uh one of a patriotic sort of knee-jerk reaction 
to americans being killed in this war especially when the press played the whole event as quote unquote 
volunteers involved in this raid but as the papers progressed over the next couple of days the government 
sort of uh took the line first of you know we don't know who these individuals are it was like two tourists went 
to nicaragua and decided to fly an md 500 with 2.75 rockets on it into a military academy and as uh different 
aspects of the story broke i became more enthralled with the idea 





i became more enthralled with the idea of going down and doing my part to wage war against the so-called 
communist threat in nicaragua that was now splashing itself across every front page in the united states as 
this terrible threat against the united states and ronald reagan got involved in the situation by making the 
statement if he was were young enough he would go down and do the same thing that these two americans 
did and this virtually threw open the door for every right-wing gun nut and and uh subscriber to soldier of 
fortune magazine to become involved in this war but i sort of honed in on civilian military assistance group 
because they were located in alabama and being a southerner with the values that i have i thought this 
would be the opportunity to as i say go down and do my part so i sought cma out and through tom posey met 
some of the members of the organization in new orleans louisiana at the logistics headquarters of the contra 


group known as the fdn the nicaraguan democratic force which had its warehouse located in new orleans 
after my first meeting with this group i was then contacted by the late donald 48 who was then the number 
three man in the national security council to become his eyes and ears in honduras or nicaragua and what 
he believed was too much play on american volunteer involvement in this conflict why would a man on the 
national security council call you as you describe yourself as just a southerner who's a patriot did you have a 
prior relationship with this 





you have a prior relationship with this gentleman i had never met donald 48 in my life i sort of had a history of 
involving not really involving myself being associated with intelligence people and certain military aspects of 
covert operations as far back as 1958 in washington d.c when i met and came to know real well a gentleman 
that was a udt officer in the navy and also had run some operations with the cia and he introduced me to 
some people that at the early age of 18 i kind of became it's hard to describe uh you might say the romantic 
notion that becoming an intelligence agent would uh would really be something in my life of course i was too 
young at that time but as as my life progressed i stayed in touch with certain individuals and what did you do 
at that time well after meeting the man in washington i went back to alabama and started a business and 
eventually the business grew to a quite large operation where i was making millions of dollars a year a year 
and during this time i spent money and sort of amused myself by uh training as a civilian with special forces 
units out of mississippi to hone my skills as a military person since i did not get drafted nor did i join the effort 
in vietnam i came to learn a great deal about military operations weapons and actually did a brief stint with 
the grey scouts with ian smith government in rhodesia which was a very brief stint because this was at the 
end of the rhodesian conflict or civil war but i was improving my 





or civil war but i was improving my military skills as i went through life but nothing as if i were in a uniform of 
the united states government which had always been my dream but i never fulfilled that dream but i came to 
know a lot of people by association and even to this day i question why donald 48 called me and i have to 
believe that it was mainly because i was known to certain people in washington and also that i was uh 
available to become involved in covert operations which i made no secret of and thirdly it was because i was 
from alabama and because most of the people involved in cma were alabamians then it sort of made sense 
to me because i was never given a complete or full explanation of why okay so you were talking about you 
had heard about this shoot down and you became even more curious and that's how you uh then you got 
this phone call so where did it go from there well after the shoot down and my contact with the 48 i was 
offered 50 000 dollars to carry out this uh so-called mission for 48 and installments of ten thousand dollars 
down in two payments of twenty thousand dollars each which would be paid to me in cash and indeed the 
first installment was paid to me in november of actually was october 1984 in new orleans louisiana i also was 
given a resume as it be of a former major in the army that was involved in certain classified operations in 
laos one was daniel boone and the other one was prairie fire 





was prairie fire and i was given a persona that literally could not be disproved because both of those 
operations are classified to this day so it was sort of like inventing a person that i would become in order to 
have credibility with the fdn and also with the cma which uh they bought hook line and sinker i mean this later 
came back to haunt me by them saying well i lied to get in the group of course i lied and it's a chord 
operations is is a lie to start with so it's one law of setting the other but it accomplished what i wanted to do 
and that was become directly involved with the contras which ultimately led me into honduras and the main 
contrabass at las vegas let's talk a little bit about what your mission was and what you observed when you 
were sent down to honduras the mission was suggested to me as that i was to put in place which was 
something similar to the phoenix project that was carried out in vietnam in this particular case it was an 
operation on his operation pegasus which was an operation that was designed to get i think the number was 


240 nicaraguans and americans combined into managua to both attack the infrastructure the main 
infrastructure blow certain dams north of managua which would have virtually killed 20 or 30 000 people and 
also assassinate at least five of the leaders of the san anista movement including daniel ortega nora estorga 
and uh i think it's uh manuel deskoda but this was a very elaborate plan and it was a very serious plan and 
when i went to honduras i took the plan 





plan to the head of the fdn military a man by the name of enrique bermudez a former colonel in the samosa 
national guard he was the chief soma sista if you will in the area heading the contras in this massive camp 
on the honduran nicaraguan border the camp was when i arrived probably had 12 to 13 000 compassing of 
peasants in in at the base and i soon discovered though because uh being as i was treated sort of like a an 
elite coming into the base i didn't get the opportunity to either live or hardly mingle with the campusino 
fighters who were very ragtag poorly equipped uh poorly fed and uh fairly abused in many ways but i was 
taken above a fence that divided this camp and above this fence is where the officers and the samosa former 
samosa national guardsmen who were running this army lived and and found that they lived in virtual luxury 
in a jungle they had vers televisions refrigerators canned goods the best of everything but right below three 
strands of barbed wire were thousands of starving compassinas that they called the contras that we're 
supposed to be waging war against the san anistas in nicaragua but i found out real fast that that was not the 
agenda the agenda was told to me directly by bermudez that they were there to create an incident which 
would cause some type of border incursion that would get the united states directly involved in a war in 
nicaragua and the evidence throughout honduras was very evident of a massive buildup the united states 
government was 





buildup the united states government was carrying on through various military exercises from national 
guardsmen to the 82nd airborne under big pine one big pine two and so on but uh the object was the military 
would bring men and equipment to honduras and only the men would go home so they would leave their 
equipment in honduras they were building massive air bases under the guise of training the honduran air 
force so there was a massive build up and and the contrast much to the chagrin of a lot of people in the 
united states were not there to overthrow the sandinistas the reagan administration was banning the fire of 
communism in nicaragua talking about how there was a possibility that 750 miles off our coast was this 
tremendous war machine that had been supplied with thousands of tons of material from the soviet union 
and they were about to invade arizona but in the really sense the sandinistas were a microcosm in 
comparison to someone that would have been a greater threat only 90 miles off our coast but el castro but 
yet it served a purpose because during this time reagan was going to congress for funds for sdi they were 
trying to get uh certain missiles the b-2 bomber you name it the the defense industrial complex was seeing a 
heyday in this time so it all boiled down to that it was an economical decision to keep the defense industry 
intact and the way you do it is you create a threat and then if you have this threat which they call the 
sandinistas and then you amplify it to something a hundred times greater than what it is then you have uh a 
great deal of support in your corner to fight a war all right let's talk a 





to fight a war all right let's talk a little bit more about let's talk a little bit about what you saw i'd like to hear 
more some more detail about exactly what you saw you talked about a barbed wire fence you talked about 
the leadership living quite a bit better than the so-called contras but of course we know in in all military circles 
the the colonels and the generals live a lot better than the foot soldiers so i'd like you to give some more uh 
light on what you saw there what concerned you and what actually drove you to be one of the most 
according to oliver north one of the most dangerous uh loose cannons to his operation his operation went the 
contras what did you see well there were there were thousands of examples uh i was sort of following the 
party line when i first went there because uh i was sort of being treated as a celebrity because because the 


the uh fdn didn't know whether i was really a cia agent or whether i was not they didn't know what to make 
out of me but it sort of worked to my advantage because uh i became a much feared person by them 
because they didn't know just how far my power reached so i was i was treated with kid gloves and allowed 
to go into areas and see things that most people couldn't see and when the government was denying that 
the two americans that were killed in the helicopter were just two tourists down there playing around i was 
shown the doors of the helicopters that was taken off the spare rockets that were offloaded off the helicopter 
before the mission was flown and enrique bermudez complaining not because two americans were killed but 
because he lost his helicopter that served as a taxi for him between the border and tagusagapa i saw the the 
hospital complex which was staffed by one cuban doctor and the conditions there you know were totally 
atrocious the food that the people ate the ration 





the food that the people ate the ration a day was like a canteen cup of rice and a couple of tortillas a day they 
had women working in tortilla kitchens there virtually enslaved labor 24 hours a day and the things that were 
being preached in the united states about the nicaraguans fleeing the sandinistas to join the countries was 
just a bold-faced lie in that they were conscripting people by sending small bands of armed countries into 
nicaragua to plantations and co-ops where they would catch the older men and women at the homes while 
the younger men were out working the coffee fields or whatever they would murdered the families and then 
they would go tell the young men oh come let's see what the sandinistas did so come back to honduras and 
let us train you to you know go back and fight this this menace but what they left out was when the people 
arrived at the contra base the first thing that happened to them was they took their shoes away from them so 
they could not walk back secondly they were brutally trained and beat with bamboo sticks to keep them in 
line and if they tried to escape they were murdered it was just that simple so they were conscripted they were 
not volunteers and of course there were some volunteers because in bermuda's had his own special 
operations company called koi which had the best equipment the best uniforms the best of everything but 
what they didn't want people to know was that they were also receiving funds from the cia every month is 
what they call family support to fight and to protect the soma sisters and bermudas where the campesinas if 
they got a meal a day they were lucky and south of the base was a small village called espanol where when 
on one of my little adventures one day went down and witnessed 24 men rape a 12 year old girl to death 
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girl to death you know so it was it was lawless this it was like a latino frontier camp why didn't you try and 
intercede well you have to remember i'm standing in the middle of a camp of thousands of people that had 
their own code of justice and for me to intercede would been the same thing as putting a gun to my head and 
killing myself because they had a rationale for everything they did and had i interceded or had i tried to 
physically prevent this situation i might have been without knowing messing with some of bermudez's you 
know personal people did bermudez approve of this kind of thing or he was the leader he was the us's man 
there in honduras he was going to lead the contras back to managua did he intercede did he attempt to 
undermine this terrible thing no bermudas even though he was the chief law enforcement officer in the camp 
uh several times several nights where men were shot and murdered over food over women over whatever in 
the camps as far as bermudas was concerned it was you know their affair he sort of presented himself as 
what he was a strict elitist in that these people were lesser humans so if they want to devour themselves no 
problem you know let them devour themselves so it'll work itself out the only thing that he would ever 
intercede on is anything that happened above that fence that directly had a bearing on him and i was 
astonished that i had been told that millions of dollars had been poured into the situation from the u.s 
government that these people had the best uniforms the best equipment the best medicine the best of 
everything and it just wasn't in evidence there and when i questioned that you know an 





when i questioned that you know an example was that bermuda's had shelves of canned goods in his place 
and also i had seen a warehouse completely full of canned goods and items donated by the cuban 
community in miami to this war and i asked the questions why aren't the soldiers eating this food and 
bermudez told me you know quite cheeky he says well you know uh canned food makes nicaraguans sick of 
their stomach so we can't give them this but yet he was in nicaragua and did pretty good on it so they had an 
excuse and a rationale for everything where the uniforms why are these people you know dressed in sears 
and robux type uniforms and i found out again that equipment was being diverted to uh guatemala being sold 
it was going to different places wait you mean that the countries in honduras like bermuda with bermudez in 
charge were actually taking the equipment the money the supplies that were coming from the united states 
and selling them on the black market well of course i mean uh an Ic-1 anybody in the military knows what an 
alice pack is that is on every american soldier they took the frames out of the packs because they said it hurt 
their backs so but the frames would be sold somewhere else to another military uh in their base camp in 
tagusagapa uh they would regularly black market ammunition to the honduran military but the honduran 
military was smart enough that when israeli weapons were sent in to them for instance 122 millimeter 
mortars which are quite large guns the honduran army took the gun sites and the firing mechanisms off of 
them because they feared that one day they may be used against them so you had a force of people who 
were murderers and thieves running a massive army at the expense of 





running a massive army at the expense of the u.s government taxpayer with the agenda of never taking an 
inch of dirt in nicaragua but yet the public was being told these are you know a bunch of fighters running 
down doing tremendous damage to the the sandinistas and infrastructure and they're going to pressure the 
sandinistas into a uh some type of election or peace and that oh yes these people are the equivalent of our 
founding fathers you know and i gave them the nickname of pinstripe gorillas because people like adafo 
calero and the hierarchy alfonso uh rubello the people that were were trotted out with reagan in front of 
televisions were actually living in luxurious houses and condominiums in miami so they bought a great war 
from miami but they had the only time they went to the field was to put a dog and pony show on for the 
television networks rallying the troops to go fight but there was nothing being accomplished it was this uh 
catch-22 situation all right this is dennis bernstein i'm speaking with jack terrell his book is disposable patria 
it's about his work as a mercenary with the n a military trainer uh working with the us government in 
honduras you these things that you discovered there i guess sent you back to the united states to complain 
about what you saw you tried to i guess come back to this country and make heads or tails or try and inform 
people about uh and people in positions of power about what was going on in honduras um how did you 
decide to do that was there one particular incident that uh sent you finally uh north to tell the truth about this 
well actually i changed factions of the contras first i was so disenchanted with the fdn and and the corruption 
and uh the lies and the obvious things that were going 





and the obvious things that were going on from drug running to uh theft of aid that was being sent you know 
by both uh voluntary contributions and through u.s government chance to these people that who was running 
drugs who wasn't running drugs you should say uh drugs were in evidence everywhere in that during the 
time i was there noriega invited pablo escobar and i think it was jorge ochoa and carlos ladaire to panama 
city to to meet and they virtually franchise central america for colombian drug dealers for the median cartel 
and people say well what does drugs have to do with war it has to do with when the contra aid was cut under 
the bolin amendment which was a punitive action uh levied against the government because of the illegal 
mining of harbors in nicaragua the agency and the enterprise or concerned citizens any semantics you want 
to use got into what they call creative financing they needed money to keep their ragtag army going while the 
the aid was cut off vis-a-vis drugs drugs as international currency cocaine started flowing like water during 
those times and i think statistics would bear the fact out that during the contra war the price price of a kilo 
dramatically decreased because when you've got planes flying under a so-called military authority to bring 
humanitarian aid or military supplies into a war zone and they go back loaded with cocaine nobody's going to 


stop them and take a look-see and there's just been too many proven cases and i was approached myself in 
each december of 1985 and offered one million dollars cash to allow drug shipments that were contained in 
blast frozen seafood to be shipped from lamont 





frozen seafood to be shipped from lamont costa rica to houston texas so it was a very pervasive thing and 
sort of taken for granted that drugs had become a currency okay so you're saying that you before you left uh 
the regent you decided to give a shot with a different faction yes i joined or went down to advise a 
confederation of indian tribes on the eastern coast of nicaragua the mosquitoes the summers and the ramas 
and they went under the confederation name of the missouris i found these people to be the true victims of 
this war these people were very religious courageous and had one thing on their mind that the contras or the 
san anistas didn't have and that was autonomy for themselves so i took up the challenge for them to number 
one try to get aid medicine and anything i could non-lethal aid to the mosquito indians because as i walked 
through uh august bela and the what they call lavaskidia the area where these people had been forced by 
the san anistas in the early 80s and butchered by various factions there and the honduran government didn't 
want them on their land i walked through some of these refugee camps and i was witnessing a somalia in our 
hemisphere but not one word of it was ever showing up in a newspaper there's thousands and thousands of 
people starving to death and were really truly in bad shape but nobody cared and all these people wanted 
was their own freedom from the time they were uh brought into civilization by moravian baptist a hundred 
years ago they had been oppressed by every regime even samosa the san anises and then had the contras 
come to power they would 
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had the contras come to power they would have been even more repressed by them so i saw this is an 
opportunity to do what i came for you know to help somebody where and do something that counted and the 
indians were prepared to sit down with the sandinistas and negotiate peace and then they were in turn 
prepared to turn around and fight the contrast to keep them out of their territory because they control the gold 
mines the seafood industry and most of the raw materials in nicaragua so when i went in this direction with 
the full backing of the council of elders and the general staff of the mosquito indians the reagan 
administration saw this real quickly as something that was diverting from their foreign policy initiative do not 
have an american citizen down here telling a couple hundred thousand starving indians what to do especially 
when they've got enough armament to really take on their so-called contras and defeat them because the 
contras under the fdn fought with no purpose they were just there they had no rhyme or reason for what they 
were doing they weren't driven and this was evident when we saw saddam hussein soldiers come in and 
surrender in the tens of thousands because they had nothing to fight for whereas the mosquito indians had a 
burning desire to have their own autonomous state in nicaragua and they were prepared to die to the last 
man to get it i saw this in them i saw the fire in their eyes and they made me the only white man and i have 
the documentation to prove it their war chief i had the ultimate power there they did what i said would do 
anything i said and the fdn even had to deal with me as far as trying to get them food and medical supplies 
and and the bare necessities that they need and needed and i used this position 





and needed and i used this position and also their fear of me to accomplish this but when i came to 
washington dc to sit down and negotiate with then senator jeremiah denton my senator from alabama to ask 
for a plain load of food and medicine for these people i was quickly put in touch with lieutenant colonel oliver 
north not directly but through his through uh denton's representative uh joel lisker who had the telephone in 
his hand and he called ollie and said here's a guy that's down there with you know a bunch of americans 
they're training these indians they've come here for he's come here and asked for help but it became more of 
a bargain because i also had in my possession a map which showed three very large cocaine processing 
plants that were being operated in the rama region of south east nicaragua and north wanted the coordinates 


off this map to turn a satellite around to take pictures of it so they could propagandize the sandinistas by 
saying that they were drug dealers in a similar fashion is how they did with barry sill which ultimately cost him 
his life because of the release of these photos and i wouldn't have any part of it i said you know this is not a 
publicity campaign i've got the ultimate responsibility for saying who eats today who doesn't who lives who 
dies today who gets medicine who doesn't on my shoulders and all i'm asking for is help from my 
government who says that they are now humanitarially supporting these people and you're telling me the 
only way i can get it is trade you a map with cocaine plants on it so you can get a publicity hit no way so i 
walked out and this angered north so within five days i returned to la muscadia and i had waiting on me a 
company 
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waiting on me a company of special forces from the honduran military known as the pumas who had already 
surrounded our base camp there had the other americans virtually under house arrest and i was given the 
option you know walk out or be carried out and i was brought out with a news he pointed at my head and this 
was at the direct orders of oliver north through the state department because here i was i was i was a thorn 
in a festering sore down there and and if their foreign policy was thrown off and the american public got wind 
of what was really transpiring down there then these close votes on contra aid wouldn't would have would 
have been a real horse race because they did not want people to know what was going on so i came back to 
the united states by force i was a man without a country my papers were taken i was persona non grata 
everywhere and i felt like that in my mission that i started out was two things number one it was it was 
idealistic i felt that i was doing my patriotic duty in in an odd sort of way i viewed as much corruption and 
dishonor and unethical practices of any war that anybody could ever imagine and saw the the crimes being 
committed in the name of war against people and when i went to honduras i was three shades right of 
muammar gaddafi but as i witnessed these things and lived them it wasn't just seeing them i was living this 
this whole situation where i had lost weight because of the the worry and the strain on me to where i was a 
shell when i came back it had eaten me like cancer so i was very very much involved in this situation from a 
personal vantage point i wasn't viewing documents i wasn't 





viewing documents i wasn't you know hearing this from anybody else i was seeing this i was living this 
adventure and then i felt like because i did what i felt any other american would have done had they been in 
my shoes i was stabbed between the shoulder blades by the united states government my life had literally 
been like a glass of water turned over on a table and i tried to put my life back into that glass like picking up 
water and trying to put it back in the glass that was devastated destroyed this is dennis bernstein we're 
talking to jack terrell we're talking about his book disposable patriot this is scandals of the reagan bush era 
all right so here you are you're back in the country uh you're trying to put your life together what did you do 
that besides did you threaten to tell this story publicly because um it wasn't uh too long after that oliver north 
the north network the fbi parts of the justice department high officials in the reagan era up to ronald reagan 
himself were aware uh that you were around and were concerned about you so how did this happen when i 
came back to the united states i really had no intention of saying a word because number one i felt that uh 
who would listen or who cared because it seemed like you know the united states and the electorate was on 
uh hell bent on keeping this little situation going on in honduras without any knowledge and it was much like 
they had bought a car without test driving it and i felt like what the hell you know why say anything so i i went 
to new orleans louisiana and got an apartment and for a few months just virtually sat around and let it eat on 
me and did a lot of soul searching about the situation and to my amazement i was called again by someone 
else from washington and 





someone else from washington and especially after i went down believing i was working for donald 48 never 
talked to the man again i always wondered well when am i going to be contacted but extraordinary amounts 
of money was left in safety deposit boxes and given to me by strange people i had more money than i knew 
what to do with and was spending it pretty rapidly for supplies there so it was a big mystery about the whole 
48 bit because there was no backup to it you know he kept saying well and he had told me in the 
conversations when you go down there you know we'll be in touch and you can tell us what's going on but i 
never had anybody to report to so i was sort of spun off on my own and took things in my own hands and 
and uh evolved up to what i did being known as colonel flacco and uh and like i said a lot of people feared 
me because uh north even branded me the most ruthless commander you know in central america and what 
he based that on was the fact that i did not allow any more americans to be killed by going out and uh i 
suppose he put it killing okami for mommy because i had asked an american one time who had a gun in his 
hand near the border i said go across the border and bring me back a communist and he started towards the 
border and then he stopped and he turned and looked at me and he says well what does a communist look 
like and i said my god this is a graphic example of what's going on in the united states what does a 
communist look like especially when you have peasant fighters that are given a gun with an hour training by 
either the san anistas or by the congress and saying shoot at each other and these people can't even tell you 
what democracy means much less what communism means so do you have these very very ingrained 
ideological armies opposing each other no you have just two varieties of peasants that Know nothing except 
they've got a gun and they're told you shoot at each other or we shoot you so this this sort of capsulizes what 
what the war was so i don't understand you sent somebody to what 





to what to get somebody for you to assassinate no no no i just was using that as an example to the 
americans uh people i call legends in their own mind the people that were drifting into honduras through cma 
and other channels that came down to to do their thing you know what they read social fortune magazine 
about the great communist threat they didn't even know what a communist was so how could you expect a 
poor peasant to know this when they really didn't care they only cared about do i have a house a couple of 
chickens and a pig and a garden to support my family democracy what is that communism what is that they 
didn't understand the politics of what we were being told they were fighting for so it was all a backwards 
situation but when i got to new orleans i was my phone rang again this time i was contacted by people who 
told me that they knew about the 48 situation uh i was told the name mr smith but mr smith was many voices 
mr smith was a composite that i was talking to but somebody that that knew enough about me knew enough 
about what i did who i had talked to to where i knew that they authentically were from somewhere and i didn't 
know where but what i was asked to do because they knew my feelings my bitterness towards the whole 
situation was to go to washington and they would tell me how i could accomplish this and they wanted me to 
be their conduit for leaks of information from various intelligence agencies to the press because these people 
also saw our government out of control the hawks and the doves where the hawks were winning the battle 
and the scale that we know as checks and violences had gone totally out of control 





gone totally out of control and i didn't really know as much about the the nsc north operation and the 
enterprise as people would believe at that time but i was given enough classified information or most 
certainly confidential information that gave me a background and an education and a blueprint to exactly how 
they were running the war i was told how to contact the fbi the dea various people to get my name out and 
tell them i was going to defect to nicaragua and this would bring attention of law enforcement agents 
because they would say well why do you want to defect to nicaragua well who are you so when i first met 
with fbi agents in new orleans they asked me just that question well who are you and why would you want to 
defect and who cares so then when the few documents i had and pictures and and things of that that i tried 
not to accumulate but did accumulate down there they looked at it and they immediately went back to their 
office and came back the next day and said well we have cable from miami it says if you can find jack terrell 
anywhere let us know so there's already been radar out for me in in the country where's this guy located we 


got to put our finger on him and in evidence that came out during the iran country hearing uh robert owen the 
uh courier of the protege of oliver north very much was interested in where i was because they were afraid 
that i would try to reinvolve myself in the war and would really cause them some problems so during this time 
i was discovered by uh the staff of senator john kerry through a conversation i had with the then public 
defender john mattis in florida who was representing a cuban by the name of jesus garcia who had told hima 
very very tall tale something you would expect to hear as a star trek adventure and the only person who 
believed this about what was going on and as far as assassinations and plots 





and as far as assassinations and plots and plans uh regarding the war was john mattis so he called me out 
of the blue how did he get my number like everyone else i was listed in the phone book he called me ona 
long shot and said my name is john mattis i'm representing jesus garcia i heard this i heard this i heard this 
do you know anything about it and when i went into it it was like oh my god look what i found so again the 
chain started coming together various lengths the next thing i know i'm being visited by the staff of senator 
john kerry newspaper people law enforcement agents and boom i'm in washington just as foretold by the 
group i was dealing with which called themselves internal command and control or in com con i wound up in 
washington was put on as a consultant with a public policy group in washington called the international 
center for development policy and at this location i served as a switchboard between in com-con and the 
press and uh the press and documents and everything else showed that in many many instances i was 
releasing information to the press far in advance of when they were finding out even when i made a trip to 
the philippines and suddenly appeared back in washington on the same day a classified document was 
released to the press and i knew about it people said oh my god we've got a ci agent working for us you 
know because people said your information is just as jack blum the attorney for the uh kerry committee said 
the problem with jack terrell is that he knows too much he knows too much information his information is just 
too good so people suspected that i was a cia plant working in a liberal public policy group which was 
couldn't be further from the truth even though i was leaking relevant information to the press and 
switchboarding facts so that the whole picture could be painted of a back-channel shadow 





painted of a back-channel shadow government in control of foreign policy under the direction of oliver north 
but known to believe me known to ronald reagan and george bush very much they called the shots but north 
was taking the spears in the chest and as this was being divorced piecemeal because the press was very 
resistant to some body who came from the contra theater into washington and and was accusing people of 
things that they said you cannot possibly prove as i told people history will be you know all the proof that i 
need and when eugene hassan first uh survived the shoot down of a supply plane falling out of villa pango 
air force base then again a big splash on the front page you know what's going on in the contra war the 
administration says no we're not supporting them they're only getting humanitarian aid and then you've got 
oliver north saying well no it's not government money this is donations and uh what air force you know what 
supply planes everybody knew nothing about something you know but uh it was something going on but 
nobody knew anything so when hudson foots was brought out then the san andreas for the first time had real 
tangible proof the us government is doing it to us we've got a plane that shot down where did the plane come 
from as they now call it the flying filing cabinet they got tremendous treasure trove of documents off of this 
plane that was taken on by uh the pilot i think was the co-pilot bus sawyer but again when that plane hit the 
ground and there was documents discovered within days i had them in my hands in washington when 
nobody else knew about it then even knew there were any types of logs or cards or names on this plane i 
had them in my hands in washington delivered by a mysterious source okay 





delivered by a mysterious source okay here you are in washington dc you're at the international development 
center this is the center founded by robert white the former ambassador del salvador you have a source for 
information that appears to be a very good government source you are taking this material and playing 
conduit feeding it to the hungry press who is very interested to particularly after hassan for scott shot down 
and through the spotlight on nicaragua there you are with this material before we go on i want to just ask you 
what you don't have any idea about incom con who they really were where that material why they had such a 
good source of material and why they were so upset and feeding it to you well you don't know what their acts 
might have been well i know exactly what it was but because the many voices i talked to over a period of 
time it wasn't strictly clinical i knew it was them because when my phone would ring in the reception and say 
there's mr smith on line three the conversation always started the same way it is march the 5th it's 5 30 1988 
this is what i've got to say but when information was given there would be sort of a little casual talk but not 
much in that i was picking up the agenda that that people within the agency that was primarily behind this the 
cia were quite unhappy with the fact that william casey had come to the cia and had virtually destroyed the 
command structure there that he would just as soon come down from the the fifth or seventh floor the cia to 
some poor analyst and say do this and if you don't you'll wind up you know of being an analyst in chad so 
that there was a lot of drastic extraordinary behavior by casey and some of the people he was bringing into 
this agency that took the bureaucratic career type 





that took the bureaucratic career type agency analyst or estimator or whatever there and really shaking them 
up so they saw this as a way to get back the stability in their institution number one number two they also 
saw it as a way to impeach ronald reagan because they had far more knowledge than they told me of what 
was really going on even though i was getting a very good taste of the illegalities that were going on that 
oversight committees and congress was saying no this is not happening but they couldn't explain the way 
hudson was they could explain away a lot of things and then all of a sudden edwin meese walks out in a 
briefing room at the white house and puts a straight razor to the throat of the administration and says well 
you know we've been selling missiles to our arch enemy the ayatollah but we've been doing it at a prophet 
and this prophet is being sent to our good buddies the contras but five days prior to this miss announcement 
which really rattled the framework of this country and instigated the hearings i called the new york times 
chicago tribune the dallas uh the houston post several papers and told them the money is going to the 
contras but they refused to believe me oh sure you know where did you dream that one up but when mies 
came out and virtually validated what i had said five days earlier at my office in the international center i 
literally had cameras and cameramen and news crews stacked up out in the streets waiting to talk to me 
good god how did you know this you know it's like you know the second coming of the messiah something 
they're quite simple the same way i knew about the the documentation on the c-123 that was shot down mr 
smith called said get to the cab get all the logs on southern air transport which happened to be a u.s 
proprietary flying the supplies out of florida 
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out of florida i did right after i got the documents they stopped giving them to people they slammed the door 
at the c.a.b but reading these documents i was able to put together the pattern of how air flights were 
operating between the us cuba nicaragua angola colombia i mean some strange strange places that cia 
proprietary aircraft were making flights and in fact i learned that they were supplying both sides of the the war 
in angola so it was a it was a very elaborate scheme going on with this proprietary all right let's talk a little bit 
about we're running out of time and i want to get now to so you became an incredible source of information 
that would undermine the reagan administration what the north network was doing in central america you 
had extraordinary material and they responded they responded in an attempt to close you down could you 
elucidate that situation well i was introduced to well actually i was called to the washington news network in 
washington d.c headed by walter gold and i was introduced to a man by the name of glenn robinette who i 
was told at the time was an attorney and the washington news network lured me there by offering to show 
me film of a c-123 at la pango air force base where the supply operation was running with the star of david 


on it which i did view and asked him if i could get a copy of it for 60 minutes but naturally no way and glenn 
robinette approached me as an attorney that was representing motion picture producers and book people 
and boy my story was really great and they'd like to know more about me and and uh were interested in 
helping me they knew i was downing down and out and broke which was true you know i wasn't doing this 
for money by any stretch of the imagination so robinette i found out was an agent 





so robinette i found out was an agent former cia agent that was working for uh general richard c cord and 
oliver north trying to find ways to shut me up because i was giving out too much information too fast to too 
many people and they were trying to stop it uh i appeared on a cbs program called west 57th street which i 
literally coined the name congregate i started it out there's a cancer growing in this country and it's not going 
to go away and it's going to be called conjugate and this was long before people even had a twinkling in their 
eyes about a hearing because i knew what was going to happen so they were very much interested in 
shutting me up getting me out of the country doing something with me so first i was was offered the 
possibility of opening up a helicopter service in costa rica to get me out of the country and then when that 
didn't fly they decided that something more drastic had to be done and this drastic step was one day i was 
called by the fbi at my office at the center they said we'd like to talk to you today down at the washington field 
office fine i went to the office i walked into a room full of secret service agents and fbi agents and they 
informed me that they had been informed that i was going to assassinate the president of the united states 
and i like to went through the floor i said you've got to be kidding i said i might have done a lot of crazy things 
and been a strange person in this town and i said but regardless of how much i oppose a policy of my 
country i would never kill my president and they said will you take a polygraph to back this up and i said yeah 
right now so they literally put me in a car full of agents took me to the secret service headquarters downtown 
three stories underground and for two days i was polygraphed but the only problem with the polygraph was 
they never asked me if i was going to kill 





never asked me if i was going to kill the president of the united states they asked me questions like do you 
agree with the president's policy in central america have you ever been in the nicaraguan embassy do you 
know martin vega the security officer there questions along this line and i'm thinking what is this and then 
they got to the big question and and i'm waiting you know are you going to kill the president united states 
they said have you ever threatened a government official and you're thinking it's a irs you know what a park 
ranger and that was it and i was astonished you know that here i am being drugged down for two days the fbi 
one day secret service one day accused me of going to assassinate the president united states and never 
asked me if i was going to do it and then after the whole thing was over and i passed the test with flying 
colors i was escorted out of out of the building and they patted me on the shoulder and said we just want to 
know where you stood and i was i was so upset about this i immediately came back and called bob perry 
who then worked for the associated press and i told him i said bob you'll never believe what happened and 
bob wanted to run an article immediately he said this is the the greatest abuse of human of government 
resources i've ever seen and i said no no no no don't do this you know i've had enough because it accuses 
you of killing the president and you could wind up you know in a straight jacket in some sanatorium for six 
months peeled filled up on thorazine so i said no let's let this one go then they since this didn't work and i 
kept on leaking leaking leaking information the next step was i was indicted in fort lauderdale on six counts of 
violation of the anti-neutrality act the arms control export act they looked through law books so diligently that 
one of the charges was conspiring to put a luggage tag on a suitcase that had a gun in it you know they were 
really searching so they brought this indictment against me and which ultimately uh 





and which ultimately uh became a lapper for the judge when uh now john mattis my attorney who resigned 
his job as a public defender to defend me in this case and we filed a motion which became a motion of 
precedent setting proportion saying that we were not at peace with nicaragua so how could they indict me on 
these charges and the judge totally agreed but not only with the nicaraguan war he went all the way back to 
korea and he said you know it's amazing what people have done governments have done administrations 
have done in these undeclared wars that we have around the country so the judge pointed out saying that 
you know they were selectively using this against me even though we had a selective prosecution motion in 
the hopper waiting if this one didn't work and they threw out four charges on this motion and the government 
threw in the other ty at the towel on the other two because my attorney john mattis asked to see the 
polygraph results we asked to to get certain information about what we believed to be true and later found 
out to be true that my telephones were tapped they went through my trash they went through my motel room 
most likely were tapping the offices of a united states senator and when we asked for this in discovery they 
were too quick to want to get out of it and to this day i can get it and during this time a federal judge had to 
hold the fbi in contempt of his court because they wouldn't give it to him so it was a pattern of cover-up 
cover-up cover-up that lasted several years but this is the type of things that they used not only against me 
but would quickly use against anybody who descended against that policy let's talk just um a minute more 
about this intimidation they were attempting to intimidate you to silence you to undermine you because you 
knew a lot obviously it appears about the north network and i just want to talk about that some of the other 
information that came out of that trial through discovery 





out of that trial through discovery uh you're talking about finding out your phones were tapped and so on and 
so forth there are also some very interesting documents that that tied the fbi in at the highest levels in 
surveilling you and in collaborating with the north network in terms of trying to suppress information could 
you talk a little bit about that sure we we found out that number one uh north claimed that the so-called threat 
against the president and the fbi claimed that they couldn't say where it came from because of source and 
method it was some classified deal which as it turned out the classified deal was oliver north calling robert 
glenn robinette out of a birthday party and bringing him to the basement of the white house and saying you 
know go to the fbi and tell him you know terrell is going to whack the president but they had a collaborator at 
the fbi the executive assistant director by the name of oliver buck revell who was right in the situation with 
him because on the night this this whole thing came about about the presidential assassination we had 
documents that that proved that robinette was called there what north did and a memo written that night by 
oliver revell as to this threat that i was and also we got a halt of a memo a draft memo a second rewrite and 
the final memo of a memorandum put together by oliver north for john poindexter and was initialed by ronald 
reagan that called me a terrorist threat and that i was a threat to well the essence was i was a secret agent 
working for a foreign government and i was an anti-contra type sympathizer in washington trying to bring 
down their foreign policy that's the gist of it but it was much longer so again people say well ronald reagan 
didn't know what was going on but i have the 





know what was going on but i have the document with his initials on it so we were recovering document after 
document cable traffic uh all types of classified memos that put these the cia put the fbi the department of 
justice everybody in a massive campaign to shut me up and to cover up what they were doing and even 
even cover up what the government was doing for years until it got to a point to where they could no longer 
cover up and as judge walt said said after the pardons of the people involved in the whole situation by 
president george bush the last card in the cover-up had been played so the american public was literally 
snowed for seven or eight years about this thing because they didn't have the right of discovery to see the 
kind of paperwork that you can generate when you dissent against any policy in the united states they'll 
they'll teach you things that the kgb never thought of okay we're speaking with jack terrell he's the author of 
disposable patriot and just final question this is a more general philosophical question jack darrell if that 
phone rang tomorrow and it was the national security council calling you saying that they need you there's an 


important mission in somalia sarajevo iraq wherever that the government really needed you that they needed 
your work your help your support would you stand up and fight for your country in their characterization of it 
not today no uh they broke me from sucking lemons in many ways i found out that even though people said i 
went from ultra right to this flaming liberal i 





ultra right to this flaming liberal i found out that i i'm more of a right-wing liberal with a left-wing conservative 
outlook you know in that i learned one thing i would never ever again in my life trust anything my government 
told me because uh they lie i empathize and i sympathize with what's going on in places like bosnia 
herzegovina where their so-called ethnic cleansing and if i was prone to do that i would just go myself over 
there and try to help those people but if it was on the invitation of the united states government they don't 
make uh bills and large enough denominations to get me to walk to the airport on their behalf no well how do 
i know that what you're telling me now is the truth how do i know that uh i mean if you're a good agent if 
you're a good intelligence person if you wanted to keep working for the government you wouldn't tell me the 
truth anyway would you there was a time where uh i would agree no i wouldn't have told you i would have 
none like i had done on many occasions lie like a rug which as i said they used as the very acts to chop my 
own credibility down with but today uh had i not written a book that was it's not a contrabook it's built around 
the contrast but this is a book where i feel like i went out in the middle of pennsylvania avenue and and 
stripped like a banana being filled i virtually told the world this is who i am this is where i came from this is 
what i've done this is what i believe i can't take it back nor would i want to take it back because i just i got an 
education in a very short time that had i known when i was a young man growing up in a segregated 
birmingham alabama would have probably been shot by the 





would have probably been shot by the klan back then for carrying a picket sign because i would have gone 
against what i was taught about segregation so your ideological ideological bent is learned behavior and i 
was acting on the instinct of learned behavior of what i thought patriotism meant you know being a good 
american what we are brainwashed into believing what good americans are all about but if you go against 
the good americans you'll find out how fast you wind up being you know a citizen of another country your 
book is called disposable patriot and this is finally it why did you name it disposable petra well actually uh the 
name was suggested by dennis bernstein uh when he was working at a radio station in new york and uh i 
originally was gonna name the book and shades of gray because it i felt that it was something that dealt with 
the gray area between black operations and legitimate operations as far as intelligence goes and after 
thrashing it about with the publishers i told them i said well uh one time uh uh a gentleman knew by the name 
of dennis bernstein he said well to name it you'll write a book and call it a disposable patriot so there you 
have it you you're now actually jack you got it wrong my title was disposable heroes i was sworn it was 
disposable your title's better i thank you for joining us on this special devoted to scandals of the reagan bush 
era 


END 


